
DESIGN DEVELOPMENT ROBERTS PARK

In an earlier round of consultation, visitors to the Park, as well as people
who don’t currently visit, were asked how they would like to see the Park
improved and what facilities should be available.  The main concerns
and priorities for improvement were:
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Vandalism and anti-social behaviour
The run-down state of the buildings and landscape
Poor signage and interpretation
Not much to see or do in the Park
Lack of facilities, including refreshments, toilets and seats
Too few facilities for young people and school groups
Poor and uninspiring planting schemes

These need to be overcome, if the Park is to become, once more, a
beautiful and welcoming place which people will want to come to.  The
designs below will help to address these issues but we need you to help
us decide on the details.
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Provide fencing and lighting to increase security and safety.

Restore gates, piers, railings, walls and surfacing to recover the
significance of the Park's principal entrance.

Restore the Half Moon Pavilion, Titus Salt Statue and associated
features.  Develop refreshment facilities.

Reinstate bandstand / performance facility on the site of the original.
Reinstate south facing lawn to create sheltered garden environment.

Reinstate lawns to provide environment for family recreation.
Reinstate paths around the East Lawn.

Restore the Lodge and adapt the interior to be used as a dedicated
Park Manager's office and Interpretation and Education Centre with
public toilet facilities.

Provide good quality seating based on the model shown on historic
photographs.
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Restore East and West Shelters.  Provide seating, storage and
enhanced security.
Restore the North Shelter, providing storage and seating.
Open views southwards and enhance security.

Thin the trees and shrubs on the bank below terrace to open views
to the south and to improve the health of remaining trees.
Introduce select specimens for the future.
Create and plant picturesque copses of selected trees to frame views
of the village.
Improve access to the river by thinning trees and scrub.  Maximise
biodiversity by leaving areas of scrub and marginal vegetation.
Reinstate colourful floral beds and the serpentine shrubbery edges.
Thin existing shrubberies and augment with flowering shrubs and
selected evergreens, including choice hollies.
Plant thorn hedge along the west boundary.  Provide gated entrance
to serve footpaths to the west.

Renew all paths throughout the Park.

Reinstate north and east boundary wall, railings and gated
entrances.
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